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Captain Johns and a few of the other veterans living at WRC visit 15 Wing, the Air Force Base in Moose Jaw. 

Picture a young boy with dreams 
of becoming a pilot.

Now, fast forward to the start 
of the Second World War when 
the need for more men to enlist 
in the Canadian Armed Forces 
became a reality. This is where 
Captain Stan Johns got his first 
taste at fulfilling a childhood 
dream, becoming a pilot. “It 
was 1941 when I joined the Air 
Force and got my wings,” said 
Captain Johns. He began flying 
Mosquitos, a heavy fighter 
aircraft, during the war and flew 
several missions during his time 
in the Air Force. Captain Johns, 
now 95, lives on the Veterans 
Unit at Wascana Rehabilitation 
Centre and to this day still has 
dreams of flying.  

Sandi Hebig, a recreation co-
ordinator for the Veteran’s Unit, 
wanted to help Captain Johns 
and a few of the other veterans 
relive memories from a time 

gone by. “They know they will 
never fly again, but if I can give 
them a day to share their stories 
with a younger generation of 
pilots and reminisce about their 
time in the military, I wanted 
to do that for them. Anything 
we can do for them will never 
compare to what they did for 
us.” Sandi reached out to 15 
Wing, the Air Force base in 
Moose Jaw, to see if they could 
partner up to create a new 
memory for her residents. The 
base was excited about the 
possibility, which quickly turned 
into reality.  

On Monday, August 22, 
10 Veterans from Wascana 
Rehabilitation Centre donned 
their military attire and made 
their way out to the Regina 
Airport. There at the Shell 
Aero Centre, Major Bassam 
Mnaymneh from 15 Wing along 
with several other pilots met 
our veterans. Major Mnaymneh 

was happy to show off the 
aircraft he flew, sharing stories 
and listening to some of the 
experiences the gentlemen had 
during their days serving in the 
Second World War.

Second Lieutenant Robert 
Camilleri was one of the pilots 
in training that attended 
Monday’s event. He too shared 
the childhood dream of flying, 
even joined the air cadets as a 
teen receiving his civilian pilot’s 
licence at the age of 17. Lt. 
Camilleri is currently working 
to obtain his wings with the 
air force and couldn’t pass up 
the chance to come out to meet 
some of our veterans. He was 
interested to hear their stories 
from the war and learn about 
how much things have changed 
over the years. He recalls 
speaking to Warrant Officer 
Second Class Glen Heisler, an 
air gunner in the Second World 
War.  

Veterans relive memories of a time gone by
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Accreditation Canada will 
be back in the region from 
September 14 to 16. This visit is 
a follow up to the region’s 2015 
accreditation survey, and is an 
opportunity for the region to 
show progress on a list of high 
priority standards not necessarily 
met during the first survey.

“The Antimicrobial Stewardship 
Program, for example, is an 
important strategy requiring 
progress prior to this second 
visit,” said Robert Parker, 
Antimicrobial Stewardship 
Program Manager. 

Through its standards 
and accreditation surveys, 
Accreditation Canada works 
with health care organizations 
to help them improve quality, 
safety and efficiency so they can 
offer the best possible care and 
service. 

As the upcoming visit is a follow 
up, surveyors will only be 
speaking with specific teams and 
will not be walking through each 
facility as they would in a typical 
week-long survey. Instead, two 
surveyors will be onsite speaking 
with teams at the Regina General 
Hospital, Pasqua Hospital, 
Moosomin South East Integrated 
Care Centre and the Balcarres 
Integrated Care Centre. Clinical 
teams with items for follow up 
know the visit is coming and 
have been preparing for the visit 
over the last year.

There have been a lot of people 
across the region working hard 
to implement best-practice work 
to align with Accreditation 
Canada standards. “Our focus 
has been, and continues to be, 
ensuring our patients, clients 
and residents receive the best 
possible healthcare experience,” 

Mike Higgins, VP of People 
and Safety, on behalf of Keith 
Dewar, said in a memo to the 
organization last week.

The Accreditation Canada onsite 
survey gives us an opportunity 
to measure our practices 
against best practice standards. 
The survey also allows us to 
recognize the tremendous 
work and focus provided 
by those teams who had 
recommendations to respond 
to. The accreditation process 
supports our commitment to 
providing patient and family-
centred care and improving the 
quality and safety of our services.

Following the onsite visit, 
Accreditation Canada will 
provide a report detailing the 
results of the standards and 
practices that were reviewed in 
2016.

Accreditation Canada visits again

Veterans, cont’d

Officer Heisler served in the 
Forces for 26 years, and during 
the war, while flying in a 
Lancaster heavy bomber aircraft, 
he shot down four German 
fighter planes. “It was an 
amazing opportunity to talk with 

the veterans,” said Lt. Camilleri.  
They had very different 
experiences from what he and 
his fellow brothers have today.  

The feeling of flying an aircraft 
is not one that is easily forgotten. 
A pilot will always be a pilot and 

the experiences that the members 
of the armed forces share can 
never be duplicated.

The staff at Wascana 
Rehabilitation Centre were 
overjoyed to have made this day 
a reality for our veterans.  

Four Directions Community Health Centre 
Celebrates 20 Years

Wednesday, September 14, 2016 
3510 5th Ave. 
1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

Corner of 5th and Elphinstone 

Rainy day location – Albert Scott 
Community Centre, 1264 Athol 
St. 

Winston Bear - Announcer 

Star Blanket Juniors - Host 
Drums  

AGENDA for the day: 

1:30 p.m. Opening prayer by 
Elder 

1:30 p.m. Opening remarks /
Speakers 

2:00 p.m. Grand Entry for 
Powwow 

4:00 p.m. Closing Prayer 

Traditional Powwow: All 
dancers and drummers are 
welcome 

For more information, please 
contact Rena at 306-530-5498 or 
Lisa at 306-766-7549. 


