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On June 1, when the provincial 
government announced its  
2016-17 budget it also announced 
it would begin to review and 
recommend fewer regional 
health authorities (RHAs) 
and achieve administrative 
efficiencies and improved front-
line service delivery. Now, we 
have more information on how 
this exercise will function. 

In the RQHR, we know that if 
you do not continue to improve, 
you will not get any better. It is 
always important, regardless of 
how well something is working, 
to look at how you can evolve to 
the next level. However, I fully 
understand there is heightened 
interest and concern about what 

the province’s changes will mean 
for the way our health system is 
structured and how we deliver 
our services.

Direction has shifted 
from appointing a single 
commissioner to now using a 
three-person advisory panel. 
This allows for a cross section 
of experiences and backgrounds 
and better reflects the variety of 
opinions within the province. 
Panel members include:
• Tyler Bragg (former chair of 

Cypress Health Region);
• Dr. Dennis Kendel (CEO of 

the Physician Recruitment 
Agency of Sask.); and

• Brenda Abrametz (current 
chair of Prince Albert 

Parkland Regional Health 
Authority).

You can read more about the 
panel and consultation process 
here. 

The advisory panel is tasked to 
review and recommend options 
for fewer health regions. The 
panel will also be looking at 
clinical services or supports 
that could be delivered more 
effectively on a provincial 
basis, as well as RHA board 
governance structure and 
how to ensure appropriate 
accountability. Finally, the 
panel will be exploring ways 
to observe and enhance 
health-system information 
management. Cont’d pg. 2
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There are some really good 
things that have been done 
within the current structures, 
but that said, it’s always about 
what can you do better and how 
can you realign your structures 
to get better for the next series 
of initiatives and improvements. 
The Ministry has indicated that 
the region will be involved in this 
process, starting with the Board 
chair and myself. Government 
sets the scope of the consultation 

process. Moving forward, it is 
important to us to keep the lines 
of communication open with 
our staff, practitioners and other 
partner organizations, letting 
them know what is coming and 
how you may be affected.

While I know announcements 
like this create uncertainty in 
the minds of many, it is critical 
we continue to build off our 
current momentum. Our focus 
to provide safe, high quality 

care, to enable appropriate 
access to services and to ensure 
our system is sustainable now 
and into the future should not 
change. This is the right focus 
to ensure our patients, clients 
and residents receive the best 
possible health care experience.

I commit to keeping you 
informed as we receive more 
information. 
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A thank you from the Roughriders

Views from the emergency responder recognition 
event at Mosaic Stadium on August 20.   

The region’s emergency responders were asked 
to take part in a special emergency responder 
recognition at the last Saskatchewan Roughrider 
home game.

As part of the farewell season at the old Mosaic 
stadium, the Riders wanted to formally recognize 
EMS, police and fire fighters for providing services 
at the venue over the years. The region was well 
represented by 10 of our members who, along with 
RCMP, city police and fire, made their way onto the 
field where they were thanked. Fans were able to 
watch the event on the big screen.



It was a sight to see – recreation 
staff at the SEICC Moosomin 
Long Term Care (LTC) facility, 
pushing each other around in a 
wheelchair throughout the resi-
dent’s dining rooms, holding and 
passing a homemade Olympic 
torch. 

That is how they kicked off the 
SEICC Moosomin LTC Olympic 
games. The next day, their 2016 
Summer Olympics began.

About 25 volunteers from the 
community floated in and out 
of the recreation room assisting 
residents, facilitating events and 
taking scores throughout the day. 
Residents were grouped by their 
houses: Poppy Place, Harvest 
Haven, Crocus Cove and Whis-
pering Pines and were compet-

ing against each other, as 
each house represented 
its own “country.”  

They competed in indi-
vidual events and one team event 
in the afternoon. The events 
included: javelin toss (using pool 
noodles), ladder ball, paper plane 
toss, puzzle challenges, stacking 
apples, darts with nerf guns, Fris-
bee toss through Olympic rings 
made out of hula hoops, a rubber 
duck shoot out, sticky situation 
– bouncing a ping pong ball onto 
an open face peanut butter sand-
wich – and chair hockey. 

After a very busy, competitive, 
fun-filled day of laughs, the rec-
reation staff added up the scores 
between all four houses. 

On August 5, recreation staff 
hosted a medal ceremony. This 
included all residents, staff and 
volunteers who wanted to come. 
Here, they shared more laughs. 

The gold medal trophy went 
to Harvest Haven with a to-
tal of 2,069 points. Silver went 
to Poppy Place with a total of 
1,901 points. The bronze trophy 
winner was Crocus Cove with 
1,768 points. And last, but not 
least, The Better Luck Next Year 
trophy went to Whispering Pines 
house with a total of 1,425. Each 
trophy now sits on the fire man-
tel in its house until next year. 
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Residents take part in the SEICC Moosomin LTC Olympic games.

SEICC Moosomin LTC Olympic games

Save the date - HIV and Hepatitis C event
Join registered nurses and other 
health care providers interested 
in HIV and Hepatitis care, treat-
ment and support. The 8th annual 
face to face HIV and Hepatitis C  
(HCV) education event provides 
a forum to explore issues of 
mutual concern and exchange 
knowledge, share evidence and 
ideas, and generate solutions. It’s 

never been more important to in-
corporate knowledge to action by 
engaging others which enables 
evidence-informed practice and a 
push for excellence. 

September 9-10, Regina SK

For more details and to register, 
contact Laurel Stang at 306-766-
7940, Susanne Nasewich 

at 306-766-6883 or Greg Riehl at 
306-775-7383. You can also email 
skhivcv@gmail.com.

The target audience is nurses 
working with or interested in 
learning about HIV and HCV. 
All professionals are welcome 
and there is no cost to attend. 
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Get your tickets early so you 
don’t miss any of the draws from 
the Bonus Prize of a trip for two 
to Tahiti, to the first ever Early 
Bird Prize cottage in Berry Hills 
Estates at Katepwa Lake. You’ll 
also be entered to win the $1.1 
million grand prize show home. 

Only 43,000 tickets will be 
sold and 1,505 prizes will be 
awarded, giving you a 1 in 30 
chance to win. Go here for more 
information. 

Draw Dates
Bonus ticket sales deadline: 
Midnight, September 23
Bonus draw date: October 6

Early Bird ticket sales deadline: 
Midnight, October 21
Early Bird draw: November 3

Final ticket sales deadline: 
Midnight, November 4, 2016
Final draw date: November 17

The Hospitals of Regina 
Foundation (HRF) Home 

Lottery makes a difference in 
the lives of countless loved 
ones. If you know someone 
who’s been treated at a southern 
Saskatchewan specialized care 
hospital, you know someone 
who has benefited from the HRF 
lotteries. By supporting this 
lottery, you’re ensuring quality 
care is available to you and your 
family, friends and neighbours. 
With each ticket purchase, you’re 
making a difference in the lives 
of people in your community.

The HRF Home Lottery is here

Photos of the $1.1 million grand prize show home. 

Register now: Clinical Trials Training Workshop
The research department is 
hosting a Clinical Trials Training 
Workshop on September 24-25 
from 9 a.m.to 4:30 p.m. at the 
Regina General Hospital.  

This will be a practical, skills-
based workshop for clinicians, 
study coordinators, researchers, 
staff, research assistants and 
students who are interested in 
the conduct, administration, 
or management of industry-

sponsored or investigator-
initiated clinical trials. 

Jackie Busheikin, RN, CCRP, 
Jana Research Consulting Inc. 
presents the workshop with 
guest presenter Scott Corley, 
director of operations, CTSU, 
University of Saskatchewan. 

One and two day options 
are available. Find event 
details on the research 
department website or email 

research&performance@
rqhealth.ca.

Registration is FREE for all 
RQHR staff and physicians. For 
all others, a registration fee of 
$125.00 per day (total of $250.00 
for the entire event) will apply.  

Note: registration in this event 
is limited, so sign-up early! The 
registration deadline is Friday, 
September 9 at 16:30. To register, 
click here.

http://fluidsurveys.com/surveys/yin/clinical-trials-workshop-registration/
http://www.rqhr-rps.ca/events/clinical-trials-workshop/

